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Nucleic Acid Function

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) Storage of information

Ribonucleic acid (RNA) Synthesis of protein by carrying the messenger 

instructions from DNA
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RNA Function

snRNA (small nuclear RNA) Forms snRNP which is involved in mRNA 

processing by removing introns

snoRNA (small nucleolar RNA) Forms snRNPs involved in maturation and 

assembly of rRNA

siRNA (small interfering RNA) Involved in RNA interference where rRNA is 

degraded

hnRNA (heteronuclear RNA) High molecular weight RNAs

Catalytic RNA (ribozymes) Includes peptidyl transferase, spliceosome, etc

Telomerase RNA Acts as a template for the addition of 

nucleotides to the 3’ end of the duplicating 

strand

gRNA Guides RNA needed for RNA editing 

tmRNA (transfer-messenger RNA) Bacterial RNA molecule with dual properties




