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ABSTRACT 

 

Researches about codeswitching (CS) are abound but very few on comparison of 

its inter-level stages specifically among Grades 7 to 11. This study identified the inter-

level stages of English-Filipino-Ilocano codeswitching among the Grade 7 to 11 classes 

that used English as the medium of instruction in a public school.  

The researcher video recorded the chosen class discussions of the five grade 

levels and transcribed these video recordings. A conversation-like interview among the 

teachers and the students who codeswitched was done to elicit reasons for codeswitching. 

The CS typology and the contexts where CS occurred were examined and analyzed by 

the researcher. The results showed that intrasentential codeswitching occurred the most, 

followed by tag switching, and intersentential had the least occurrence, and as grade level 

goes higher, the lesser the CS in the intrasentential level, i.e. Grade 7 had the most 

number of codeswitches, followed by Grade 8, then Grade 9, Grade 10 and Grade 11 had 

the least number of codeswitches. 

 Compensation for difficulty, for inquiry/elicitation/requesting, 

interjection/utterance filler, elaboration/explanation, conveying cultural/behavioral 

terminologies and sharing personal experiences/observations were some of the contexts 

when codeswitching occur as found out in this study.   

The article concludes with some reasons of CS given by students and why a 

particular typology is committed in some instances. It recommends more activities on  
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vocabulary development since deficiency or lack of vocabulary seemed to be the general  

reasons given by the students, and affirmed by teachers, in codeswitching. Another 

important recommendation is for teachers to avoid CS so that students will not CS as 

well.  
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ABSTRAK 

Marami ng mga pag-aaral ang tungkol sa codeswitching ngunit iilan lamang ang 

nagkukumpara sa codeswitching ng iba’t-ibang grado partikular na ang grado 7 hanggang 

11. Inihambing ng pag-aaral na ito ang Ingles-Filipino-Ilocano codeswitching ng mga 

mag-aaral na nasa gradong 7 hanggang 11 na ang klase ay gumagamit ng Ingles bilang 

mediyum ng talakayan sa isang pampublikong paaralan.  

Ang mananaliksik ay gumamit ng video recorder at kaniyang isinulat ang mga 

nairekord mula sa mga napiling klase ng mga katugon. Kinapanayam din ng 

mananaliksik ang mga guro at mag-aaral na nag-codeswitch para tanungin sa kanilang 

mga dahilan ng pagcocodeswitch.  

Ang mga uri ng codeswitching at ang mga konteksto kung kailan ito ginamit ay 

siniyasat at inalisa ng mananaliksik. Pinakita ng resulta na ang intrasentential 

codeswitching ang pinakaginagamit na uri, na sinundan ng tag switching at ang 

pinakabihirang gamitin ay ang intersentential codeswitching. Pinakita din na resulta ng 

pag-aaral na ito na habang tumataas ang grado, paunti ng paunti ang codeswitching na 

nagaganap, ang mga nasa grado 7 ang may pinakamaraming beses na nagcodeswitching, 

sinundan ng mga nasa grado 8, pangatlo ang mga nasa grado 9, pang-apat ang mga nasa 

grado 10 at and panghuli ay ang grado 11.  

Ang mga uri ng codeswitching at ang mga konteksto kung kailan ito ginamit ay  
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siniyasat at inalisa ng mananaliksik. Ang ilan sa mga lumabas na konteksto ng  

codeswitching ay: para sa paghalili sa mga mahihirap na salita, para sa pagtatanong o 

paghingi ng pakiusap, para sa pagsabad, para sa pagpapalawak o pagpapaliwanag, para sa 

pagbibigay-kahulugan sa mga terminolohiyang kultural o pag-uugali, at para sa 

pagbabahagi ng mga karanasan o obserbasyon.  

Ang pag-aaral na ito ay nagtapos sa ilang mga dahilang ibinigay ng mga mag-

aaral at kung bakit ang isang uri ng codeswitching ay nagamit sa ilang mga pagkakataon. 

Ito ay nagrekomenda ng mas maraming gawain sa pagpapalawak o paglinang ng 

bokabularyo bilang ito ang dahilan na ibinigay ng mas maraming mag-aaral na tinanong 

kung bakit sila nagcocodeswitch na siyang dahilan din na sinabi ng mga guro. Isang 

mahalagang rekomendasyon din ay para sa mga guro na iwasan ang pagcocodeswitch 

upang ang mga mag-aaral ay hindi din magcodeswitch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 

 In the researcher’s desire to come up with this manuscript, many individuals were 

involved whom she would like to recognize and acknowledge, for without their 

inspiration, talents, wisdom, assistance, and precious time she would not have succeeded 

in her endeavor: 

 

 Dr. Elena A. Navas, University Executive Provost and thesis adviser, whose 

expertise in the field of research is truly an advantage and whose constant support, 

encouragement, patience and immense knowledge had motivated the researcher to 

embark on this relatively challenging study and whose guidance helped her all throughout 

from the beginning up to the end which pushed her to finish this work; 

 

Dr. Olive Joy F. Andaya and Dr. Adelaila J. Leaño, who gave insightful 

suggestions and constructive comments and feedbacks for the enhancement of this work; 

 

Prof. Roldan S. Cardona whose patience and comprehensive knowledge in the 

field of statistics has enlightened the researcher in terms of the quantitative aspect of this 

study and a member of the Oral Examination Committee who also gave insightful 

suggestions and constructive comments and feedbacks for the enhancement of this work;  

 

 Prof. Josie Jordan G. Rosete, Prof. Elma P. Bautista, and Prof. Vivien S. 

Mauricio, for the suggestions and inputs they gave during the colloquium which further 

enlightened the researcher for the procedure and the data gathering; 

 

 Dr. Arturo B. Nano, for being a great content editor who edited not only this piece 

of work but had shared his wisdom and knowledge of the language as well, and had 

inspired the researcher to be an adequate and efficient teacher of English; 

 

 Ms. Maribel Cabacungan and Ms. Susan Alipio, for always being available 

whenever the researcher needed some favors since the beginning of her Masters of Arts 

studies;  

 

 Mrs. Helen R. Vibar, Mrs. Anabel D. Galam, the researcher’s present school 

heads, and Mrs. Rosalinda S. Asuncion, her former school head, whose generosity and 

kindness made this study possible and for their affirmative responses whenever favors 

were asked; 

 

 Mrs. Madalingaraw A. Gawayon, Ms. Rischelle L. Suguitan, Mr. John Raul N. 

Cabacungan, and Ms. Faith Desiree M. Julian, English teachers of the grades 7 to 11 

sources of video recorded, whose utmost assistance and favorable encouraged the 

researcher to succeed; 

vii 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 The researcher’s co-teachers whose encouragement and cheers helped her a lot to 

finish this work; 

 

 The researcher’s MA mates, Ms. Richelle Lopez, Lhea Joyce Corpuz and 

Daneeka Sam Barroga, whose trust and cheers strengthened the researcher to carry on 

this work; 

 

 The researcher’s closest friend, Ms. Diosa Nice M. Santos and all of her friends, 

whose encouragement and support motivated and reminded her that she can be the best 

that she can be; 

 

 Mrs. Maye Joy Samut and Ms. Sherry Rose Gaffud for the generosity and 

availability whenever favors were asked; 

 

 The researcher’s parents, Mr. Roger and Mrs. Marites Calinggangan, and sister, 

Ms. Rochelle Mae Calinggangan, and all of her relatives, who have always been a great 

source of unfailing strength and inspiration and for the continuous encouragement to 

strive for a much better tomorrow;  

 

 Above all, to Almighty God, for guiding, enlightening the mind of the researcher 

and for giving her wisdom, patience and courage to accomplish this study.  

 

 

 

 CHARISSA E. CALINGGANGAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

viii 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This study is dedicated to: 

 

Heavenly Father  

for the constant source of guidance, 

 

 

 Roger, Marites, Rochelle, Prudelyn, Babylyn 

for being the great supporters, 

 

all my SPGBHS family 

for the support and encouragement 

 

all her friends and students who encouraged her to accomplish this endeavor. 

 

 

 

 

 

   CEC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ix 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

TITLE PAGE ………………………………………………………………….    i  

APPROVAL SHEET………………………………………………………….   ii 

ABSTRACT……………………………………………………………............  iii 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT………………………………………………………  vii 

DEDICATION …………………………………………………………………  ix 

LIST OF TABLES…………………………………………………………...... xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES……………………………………………………… xiii 

 

Chapter 1 THE PROBLEM AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

    Background of the Study        1 

    Literature Review         8 

    Research Problems       23 

    Conceptual Framework      24 

    Scope and Limitations      29 

    Definition of Terms       29 

 

Chapter 2 METHODS 

    Design and Methodology      31 

 Research Site       32   

  Participants        33 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

 

    Data Collection       33  

    Role of Researcher       35 

    Ethical Considerations       36 

 

Chapter 3 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS      

I. Types of Codeswitching      37 

II. Contexts of Codeswitching      56 

III.  Comparison of English-Filipino-Ilocano    78 

Codeswitching among Grade Levels 

 

Chapter 4 SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

    Summary of the Study      90  

    Summary of the Findings       91 

    Limitations         96 

    Conclusions        98 

    Recommendations        102 

 

References          106 

Appendices          112 

Curriculum Vitae         230 

 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1 Summary Table of Frequency of      37 

Types of Codeswitching in Grade 7 
 

Table 2  Summary Table of Frequency of      42 

Types of Codeswitching in Grade 8 
 

Table 3 Summary Table of Frequency of      45 

Types of Codeswitching in Grade 9 
 

Table 4 Summary Table of Frequency of      48 

Types of Codeswitching in Grade 10 
 

Table 5 Summary Table of Frequency of      50 

Types of Codeswitching in Grade 11 
 

Table 6 Summary Table of Frequency and      52 

Percentage Distribution of Types of Codeswitching  

among Grades 7 to 11 
 

Table 7 Frequency of Intersentential, Intrasentential Codeswitching  79 

and Tag Switching Typology among Grade Levels 
 

Table 8 Frequency of (Combined) Codeswitching Typology   80 

among Grade Levels 
 

Table 9 Frequency of Intersentential Codeswitching     83 

among Grade Levels 
 

Table 10  Frequency of Tag Switching among Grade Levels   83 

 

Table 11 Frequency of Intrasentential Codeswitching     84 

among Grade Levels 

 

Table 12 One-Way Analysis among Variance of the     86 

Number of Codeswitching Based on the  

Types of Codeswitching Performed  

 

Table 13 Multiple Comparisons of Means using Tamhane as    87 

Post Hoc Analysis 

 

Table 14 Number of Types of Codeswitching in the     98 

Four Observed Classes of Grades 7-11  
 

xii 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

A. Transcriptions of the Video Recordings from     112 

Grades 7 to 11 

 

B. Transcriptions with Intersentential Codeswitching    186 

 

C. Transcriptions with Intrasentential Codeswitching    189 

 

D. Transcriptions with Tag Switching      218 

 

E. Interview with Teachers        222 

 

F. Interview with Students        226 

 

G. Authenticity Test Result       229 

xiii 



 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

 

 

INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF ENGLISH-FILIPINO-ILOCANO 

CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM: 

BASIS OF CLASSROOM INTERVENTION PROGRAM 

 

 

 

A THESIS 

Presented to 

The Faculty of Graduate Studies and  

Teacher Education Research in Indigenous Peoples Education 

PHILIPPINE NORMAL UNIVERSITY 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

Indigenous Peoples Education Hub 

North Luzon Campus 

Isabela 

 

 

In Partial Fulfillment  

of the Requirements for the Degree 

MASTERS OF ARTS IN EDUCATION 

 With specialization in English Language Teaching 
 

 

 

 

CHARISSA E. CALINGGANGAN 

March 2018 

 





 INTER-LEVEL STAGES OF CODESWITCHING IN AN L2 CLASSROOM 
 

Philippine Normal University 

The National Center for Teacher Education 

 

 

 

Keyword: codeswitching, Poplack’s typology: intrasentential, intersentential, tag 

switching, context, transcription 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Researches about codeswitching (CS) are abound but very few on comparison of 

its inter-level stages specifically among Grades 7 to 11. This study identified the inter-

level stages of English-Filipino-Ilocano codeswitching among the Grade 7 to 11 classes 

that used English as the medium of instruction in a public school.  

The researcher video recorded the chosen class discussions of the five grade 

levels and transcribed these video recordings. A conversation-like interview among the 

teachers and the students who codeswitched was done to elicit reasons for codeswitching. 

The CS typology and the contexts where CS occurred were examined and analyzed by 

the researcher. The results showed that intrasentential codeswitching occurred the most, 

followed by tag switching, and intersentential had the least occurrence, and as grade level 

goes higher, the lesser the CS in the intrasentential level, i.e. Grade 7 had the most 

number of codeswitches, followed by Grade 8, then Grade 9, Grade 10 and Grade 11 had 

the least number of codeswitches. 

 Compensation for difficulty, for inquiry/elicitation/requesting, 

interjection/utterance filler, elaboration/explanation, conveying cultural/behavioral 

terminologies and sharing personal experiences/observations were some of the contexts 

when codeswitching occur as found out in this study.   

The article concludes with some reasons of CS given by students and why a 

particular typology is committed in some instances. It recommends more activities on  
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vocabulary development since deficiency or lack of vocabulary seemed to be the general  

reasons given by the students, and affirmed by teachers, in codeswitching. Another 

important recommendation is for teachers to avoid CS so that students will not CS as 

well.  
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ABSTRAK 

Marami ng mga pag-aaral ang tungkol sa codeswitching ngunit iilan lamang ang 

nagkukumpara sa codeswitching ng iba’t-ibang grado partikular na ang grado 7 hanggang 

11. Inihambing ng pag-aaral na ito ang Ingles-Filipino-Ilocano codeswitching ng mga 

mag-aaral na nasa gradong 7 hanggang 11 na ang klase ay gumagamit ng Ingles bilang 

mediyum ng talakayan sa isang pampublikong paaralan.  

Ang mananaliksik ay gumamit ng video recorder at kaniyang isinulat ang mga 

nairekord mula sa mga napiling klase ng mga katugon. Kinapanayam din ng 

mananaliksik ang mga guro at mag-aaral na nag-codeswitch para tanungin sa kanilang 

mga dahilan ng pagcocodeswitch.  

Ang mga uri ng codeswitching at ang mga konteksto kung kailan ito ginamit ay 

siniyasat at inalisa ng mananaliksik. Pinakita ng resulta na ang intrasentential 

codeswitching ang pinakaginagamit na uri, na sinundan ng tag switching at ang 

pinakabihirang gamitin ay ang intersentential codeswitching. Pinakita din na resulta ng 

pag-aaral na ito na habang tumataas ang grado, paunti ng paunti ang codeswitching na 

nagaganap, ang mga nasa grado 7 ang may pinakamaraming beses na nagcodeswitching, 

sinundan ng mga nasa grado 8, pangatlo ang mga nasa grado 9, pang-apat ang mga nasa 

grado 10 at and panghuli ay ang grado 11.  

Ang mga uri ng codeswitching at ang mga konteksto kung kailan ito ginamit ay  
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siniyasat at inalisa ng mananaliksik. Ang ilan sa mga lumabas na konteksto ng  

codeswitching ay: para sa paghalili sa mga mahihirap na salita, para sa pagtatanong o 

paghingi ng pakiusap, para sa pagsabad, para sa pagpapalawak o pagpapaliwanag, para sa 

pagbibigay-kahulugan sa mga terminolohiyang kultural o pag-uugali, at para sa 

pagbabahagi ng mga karanasan o obserbasyon.  

Ang pag-aaral na ito ay nagtapos sa ilang mga dahilang ibinigay ng mga mag-

aaral at kung bakit ang isang uri ng codeswitching ay nagamit sa ilang mga pagkakataon. 

Ito ay nagrekomenda ng mas maraming gawain sa pagpapalawak o paglinang ng 

bokabularyo bilang ito ang dahilan na ibinigay ng mas maraming mag-aaral na tinanong 

kung bakit sila nagcocodeswitch na siyang dahilan din na sinabi ng mga guro. Isang 

mahalagang rekomendasyon din ay para sa mga guro na iwasan ang pagcocodeswitch 

upang ang mga mag-aaral ay hindi din magcodeswitch.  
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